
PARENT GUIDE FOR 
THE TRANSITION TO 
AT-HOME LEARNING 



OUR PLANS

Even though our school buildings are closed, our commitment to our students’ 
education has not changed. That being said, our plans for at-home learning are based 
on the priority of maintaining the health and well-being of our students, families, and 
employees. Almost daily, we are seeing changes in national, state, and local health 
protocols related to COVID-19. Our plans aim to deliver a high-quality learning 
experience while strictly adhering to current health guidelines. 

The last few weeks have been unlike anything we've ever experienced in education. We 
miss our in-person interactions with students and the vibrant energy of our schools in 
session. We know our families are facing challenges and feeling the stresses of 
circumstances that are out of our control. This is new territory for everyone, and we're all 
in this together.



TRANSITION TO AT-HOME LEARNING

First and foremost, we understand that having your student at home every day 
is a huge adjustment. Even though your student's education will now take place 
in your home, we know that most of you aren't teachers by profession. 

Rest assured, our teachers are highly engaged and will still be teaching your 
students. Our plans follow the direction of the Alabama State Department of 
Education (ALSDE) and national standards and educational best practices for 
remote learning.



AT-HOME LEARNING GUIDELINES

Based on guidance from the ALSDE, we will place a focus on core standards 
and credit-bearing courses. 

• For elementary students, the main focus will be reading, math, and PE. 

• For middle school and high school students, the main focus will be core 
content (English Language Arts, math, science, and social studies) and 
other credit-bearing courses. 



AT-HOME LEARNING GUIDELINES

• Elementary school students will complete one lesson and one graded assignment 
per focus area per week. Each lesson should take about 45 minutes to complete.

• Middle and high school students will complete one graded assignment per credit-
bearing/core content course per week. Each lesson should take about 30 minutes 
to complete.

• Lessons will be posted on Monday each week. Instruction may include videos of 
teachers, links to online programs, assignments that can be completed 
electronically, etc.

• Additionally, optional enrichment activities may be available for students in all 
grade levels. 



GRADING

• For all students, grades for at-home learning assignments will be for feedback 
purposes only.

• Full credit will be given to those students who complete and submit assignments 
according to the teacher's directions. 

• For middle and high school students, grades from at-home learning assignments will 
be combined with previous grades from the 3rd quarter to determine the 2nd-
semester grade. 



TRANSITION TO AT-HOME LEARNING

As you can see, we don't expect learning at home to mirror a typical day at 
school. Our instructional leaders and teachers are working non-stop to 
provide high-quality assignments and activities that will help your students 
continue to learn without adding high-stress levels to our parents. 

Learning at home will probably be different for each family, and these 
guidelines will allow you the flexibility to adjust and find a routine that works 
for everyone. 



To keep the health and safety of our families and employees a priority, lessons 
and assignments for all students will be facilitated in online platforms. 

Based on the Technology Capabilities At Home Survey completed by parents 
within the past week, the majority of our families indicated that they own 
devices that will allow students to participate in online educational 
opportunities. 

ACCESSING AT-HOME LEARNING 
LESSONS & ASSIGNMENTS



The online lessons and assignments can be completed from most devices, 
including mobile phones. 

While some families may have to share their own devices, the online lessons 
and assignments take that into account and should not require long lengths 
of sustained time on any device. 

ACCESSING AT-HOME LEARNING 
LESSONS & ASSIGNMENTS



Students will have at least one week to complete required assignments, so 
there will be time to save work and come back to lessons/assignments if they 
want to take a break or need to allow a parent or sibling to access a shared 
device.

Families who do not have access to any devices are being identified, and we 
will be working with them directly to provide the tools they need. 

ACCESSING AT-HOME LEARNING 
LESSONS & ASSIGNMENTS



We've created a Technology Resources Guide for parents. It provides a 
reference to many of the online platforms and tools your student will be using. 
You can find the guide on the district website under the At-Home Learning 
page.

You can expect more detailed communication from your student's teachers 
regarding their Week 1 lessons and assignments by April 6. We know there will 
be questions, but please remember this is new to all of us. Your patience is 
greatly appreciated, and we will adapt and evolve our processes as necessary in 
the coming weeks. 

ACCESSING AT-HOME LEARNING 
LESSONS & ASSIGNMENTS



Our Child Nutrition Program will continue to feed breakfast and lunch meals 
to children 18 and younger throughout the remainder of the school year. 

• We are changing our distribution model to one-time per week to minimize 
daily contact with hundreds of people. 

• Beginning April 6, we will provide a 5-day supply of breakfast and lunch 
meals on Mondays from 10 am - 12 pm at Pelham Park Middle School. The 
distribution will take place in the bus loop at the back of the school near the 
cafeteria. 

CHILD NUTRITION PROGRAM



We've compiled student and parent questions over the past few weeks and 
created a FAQs document. While we don't have definitive answers to all 
questions, we have provided the best information we have at this time. 

The document will be continuously updated as we receive new guidance and 
answers are determined. You can find the document on the district website 
under the COVID-19 page.

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS



Please know we’re focusing on providing our students every opportunity to be 
successful as we transition to at-home learning and complete our school year.

We’ve seen a spirit of collaboration and creativity among our teachers that is 
clearly focused on how they can support student learning despite the 
circumstances. 

Help us keep the lines of communication open by contacting your teachers or 
school principal if you have any questions or concerns.

TRANSITION TO AT-HOME LEARNING



We look forward to a new beginning on Monday, April 6. 

Join us in commemorating our first day of at-home learning by sending photos 
of your students doing their lessons in their at-home environment. Email 
photos to communications@pelhamcityschools.org or tag your photos 
#ThePelhamWay on Facebook, and we'll share them on our social media pages!

Be safe and stay well!

TRANSITION TO AT-HOME LEARNING
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